1830, 1881.             DEATH OF HIS FATHER.                         63

wise named residuary legatee, by which he came into posses-
sion of about 40,0002. personal property. Although the
fortune which now devolved upon him could hardly he
termed large, it was, amply sufficient for the desires and
purposes of himself and his wife, and at once enabled them
to adopt a more enlarged form of social existence.

During the remainder of the year 1830, the duties of
executorship occupied a vast deal of Mr. Grote's time, to the
detriment of his historical labours.

It was in the interval which followed upon the death of
Mr. Grote, that the important out-of-doors movement arose
which will ever be remembered as a marked epoch in English
political annals.

The, whole of the autumn of 1830 and the beginning of
the year 1831 were fraught with agitating excitement* The
question of Parliamentary Reform became, in fact, the domi-
nant subject in the public mind. All the old Liberals pressed
forward to assist the movement. Public meetings began to
be held, and Tehement demonstrations in the provincial
centres denoted a coming change of no small importance.

But for the inexorable necessity of conducting the banking-
house business, George Grote would have been inclined to
fix his residence at Badgemore, but, in those days, forty miles
from the City was too great a distance for a mercantile man.
No railroad then existed, and the coach journey took five
.hours. Accordingly, the Oxfordshire estates were sold, and
George and his wife began to search for a house in the neigh-
bourhood of London; his mother occupying the house in
Devonshire Place which had for two or three years been
inhabited by the family, after quitting Beckenham.

The year 1830, while it opened to George Grote a wider
sphere of social and public activity, happened to be the turn-
ing-point of domestic politics. The French "Revolution of
July," as it was called, produced such a ferment in the
English mind, that it was found impossible to withstand
the impatient demands, for political reforms which existedersonal sources of unquestionable value.ed upon him the
